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Concerning Christian Funerals

It is good that you have gathered together to join family and friends at the 
funeral service for James “Snuffy” Taylor. God’s Word urges believers in 
Jesus as their Savior to “rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with 
those who mourn” (Romans 12:15). Death is a time of sadness, but Jesus 
speaks of it now also as a necessity. He said once, “Unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains a single grain of wheat; but 
if it dies it brings a good harvest” (John 12:24). When you plant a seed, it 
must die in the ground before it can grow. We generally do all we can to 
live and not die. God, however, says we must die in order to live. What 
we see as the ultimate tragedy, He sees as the ultimate triumph. When a 
believer in Jesus dies, it’s not a time to despair, but a time to grieve in 
trust. Thanks to our Savior’s birth, death and resurrection, the seed buried 
in the earth will blossom in heaven. We join together during this brief 
service also in praise, prayer and honor to Christ Jesus, the Savior born 
to die and rise for us. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be 
made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22).

The Funeral Service 
for 

James “Snuffy” Ventura Taylor 
October 19, 1932 – October 28, 2019

The Invocation and Opening Prayer

 Hymn 
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Psalm 23 (spoken together)

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down 
in green pastures; He leads be beside the still waters. He restores my 
soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort 
me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You 
anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. 
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Scripture Readings and Reflections                                           
Ruth 1:16-17
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people 
will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and 
there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, 
if anything but death separates you and me.”

John 11:35
“Jesus wept.”

John 11:25-27
Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she 
told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world.” 

Hymn 
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Prayer

Lord’s Prayer                                                             

Benediction                                                                            

Closing Hymn

(continues on next page)
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James “Snuffy” Ventura Taylor, 
87, of Vidor, died Monday, October 28, 
2019, at Christus Hospital-St. Elizabeth, 
Beaumont. He was born on October 
19, 1932, to Gertrude Isgate Taylor and 
Thomas A. Taylor, Jr., in Port Arthur, and 
was a retired United States Army veteran. 
Snuffy retired from the maintenance 
department at DuPont Sabine River 
Works. He was an active member of the 
Southeast Texas Veterans Service Group. 

Survivors include his wife, Jane Taylor; 
daughter, Pamela O’Dowd and her 
husband, Michael, of Spring; step-
daughter, Natalie Lockhart of Vidor; 
mother-in-law, Norma Harriman of 
Vidor; grandchildren, Molly O’Dowd, 
Bridget O’Dowd, and James Bothwell; 

great-grandchildren, Aislyn Bothwell and Soloman Bothwell; 
numerous nieces, nephews, and extended family; and his fur babies, 
Carley, Tris, Ginger, Skeeter, Marmalade, Honey-bear, Moonbeam, 
Ariel, and Mandy.

He is preceded in death by his first wife, Mary Norsworthy Taylor; son, 
Michael A. Taylor; parents; grandson, Adam G. Bothwell; and siblings, 
Jessie Taylor, Harold Taylor, Fern Lippincott, Ruth Carnahan, Estelle 
Rogers, Irene Bagget, and Phyllis Ann Taylor.
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Please sign Mr. Taylor’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Funeral Service
Saturday, November 2, 2019   10:00 a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church
Beaumont, Texas
Pastor Jim Menke

Pallbearers
Members of the Southeast Texas Veterans Service Group

Interment
Oak Bluff Memorial Park

Port Neches, Texas

Military Honors
Southeast Texas Veterans Service Group

Memorial Contributions
St. John Lutheran Church

2955 South Major Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77707

~
Southeast Texas Veterans Service Group

P.O. Box 12352
Beaumont, Texas 77726


